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Church Voter Guides, what is a 501c3-Compliant, Nonpartisan Guide

Church Voter Guides
Church Voter Guides is an independent 508c1a faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by
providing objective research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the
production and distribution of 501c3-compliant, nonpartisan Voter Guides.
Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party.
We are based in Colorado Springs, and the 2021 City Council election in our hometown is our inaugural project.
Our Voter Guide for this election is being distributed electronically, both through our interactive website and by
downloadable and printable PDF files, one for each electoral district. It is being promoted through a wideranging network of area churches, faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other
means.

What makes a Voter Guide 501c3-Compliant and Nonpartisan?
Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501c3 organizations to develop and distribute materials about political candidates’ positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis, meaning that it is free
from party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501c3 organizations may conduct any range of
activities to promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501c3 organizations
are explicitly prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office.

501c3 nonprofits MAY:
• Conduct or Promote Voter Registration
• Educate Voters on the Voting Process
• Distribute Nonpartisan Sample Ballots, Candidate Questionnaires, or Voter Guides
• Organize Get-Out-the-Vote Activities
• Encourage and Help People to Vote
• Educate the Candidates on Issues Important to Your Organization
• Continue to do Issue Advocacy During an Election
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INTRODUCTION TO THE VOTER GUIDE
So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any
political party.
Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or representing the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide.
Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their positions and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and you
decide whom you believe to be the best candidate.
The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy
issues that they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we
ask the candidates questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter.
To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email and phone to all 21 candidates running for City Council in the
2021 Colorado Springs Municipal Election to be held on April 6th, inviting them to answer our Questionnaire. Two
never responded; of the rest, most chose to participate, while some did not. Candidate information is presented
in the same order as the Candidates are listed on the ballot. If a Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose
to participate, or did not choose to respond to certain answers in the Questionnaire, then that is noted where
applicable.

Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens,
Churches/Nonprofit Organizations, and Media Partners
Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide
Let’s get the word out!
It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around Colorado Springs:

www.ChurchVoterGuides.org
Tell your friends and neighbors. Post on social media. And ask your Pastors to promote it to your
congregation
Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to colabor with you: Info@ChurchVoterGuides.org
The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy issues that he or she are
likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask the candidates questions on topics that are of
utmost interest to the Christian voter.
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CITY COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES / DISTRICT CANDIDATES
As the legislative branch of government for the City of Colorado Springs, council members are
elected to four-year terms and are paid an annual stipend of $6,250. They are responsible for:
-Appointing the city auditor and the council administrator
-Approving the city budget
-Establishing tax rates
-Serving as the governing board of Colorado Springs Utilities
-In its role as Colorado Springs Utilities Board of Directors, appointing the Chief Executive Officer
-Setting policies and passing ordinances and resolutions to govern the city
-Performing the Mayor’s duties in his/her absence (President of council)
-City Council Rules and Procedures

GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION | APRIL 6, 2021
The City Clerk will be mailing ballot packets for the April 6, 2021 General Municipal Election to
registered, active voters who reside within the corporate boundaries of the City of Colorado Springs
on Friday, March 12, 2021. If you do not receive your ballot packet by March 17, 2021, please contact the City Clerk’s Office. The April 6, 2021 election is an all-mail ballot election only. City elections
have been mail ballot only since 2005.

WHAT’S ON THE APRIL 6, 2021 BALLOT?
The six (6) City Council District races are up for election this time. Each voters’ ballot will contain
the specific City Council District race for his or her area and one ballot issue question.
District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

District 5

District 6

Michael Seeger

Jay Inman

Henry McCall

Regina English

Nancy Henjum

Garfield Johnson

Glenn Carlson

David Noblitt

Richard Skorman

Yolanda L. Avila

Matt Zelenok

Mike O’Malley

Dave Donelson

Dave Geislinger

Arthur Glynn

Karlie Van Arnam

Randy Helms

Olivia Lupia

Justin JamesFletcher Hermes
Mary Elizabeth
Fabian

Source: https://coloradosprings.gov/city-council#:~:text=Council%20Responsibilities&text=Approving%20the%20city%20budget,appointing%20the%20Chief%20Executive%20Officer

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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COLORADO SPRINGS ELECTORAL DISTRICT MAP

Source: https://coloradosprings.gov/city-clerk/page/city-council-districts
Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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SAMPLE BALLOT FOR 2021 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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BALLOT DROP-OFF LOCATIONS
Ballots may be dropped off at all drop-off locations listed below beginning March 12, 2021. Ballots must be
received (not just postmarked) by the City Clerk’s Office or a designated drop-off location listed below by 7:00 p.m.
on election night, Tuesday, April 6, 2021. We highly encourage you to drop-off your ballot in one of our many 27/7
ballot drop-off boxes across the City. However, if you choose to mail your ballot, please affix proper postage and
allow at least 9 days transit time to be received by the City Clerk’s Office by the deadline.

LOCATION

ADDRESS

HOURS OF
OPERATION

ELECTION DAY
HOURS

(Main Location) City Clerk's Office
City Administration Building

30 South Nevada., Suite 101

Mon-Fri 8:00AM-5:00PM
24/7 Ballot Box

7:00AM - 7:00PM

Bear Creek Park, Community Garden

2002 Creek Crossing

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Black Forest Park-n-Ride

7530 Black Forest Rd

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Boot Barn Hall at Bourbon Brothers

13071 Bass Pro Dr.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Broadmoor Towne
Center at Southgate

2007 Southgate Rd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Citadel Mall North side

50 Citadel Dr. E.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Colorado Springs Senior Center

1514 North Hancock Ave.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Cottonwood Creek Recreational Center

3920 Dublin Blvd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

El Paso County Citizens Service Center

1675 West Garden of the Gods Rd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

El Paso County Downtown-Centennial Hall

200 S. Cascade Ave.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

El Paso County Fort Carson Branch

200 South Cascade Ave.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

El Paso County Fort Carson Branch

6351 Wetzel Ave., Bldg.1525

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

El Paso County North-Union
Town Center Branch

8830 North Union Blvd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Source: https://coloradosprings.gov/voterinfo

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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BALLOT DROP-OFF LOCATIONS
LOCATION

ADDRESS

HOURS OF
OPERATION

ELECTION DAY
HOURS
Closes at 7:00PM

El Paso County
Southeast-Powers Branch

5650 Industrial Pl., Suite 100

24/7 Ballot Box

First & Main

New Center Point

24/7 Ballot Box

Leon Young Sports Complex

1335 S. Chelton Rd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Pikes Peak Regional Development Center

2880 International Cir.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

PPCC (Rampart Range)

2070 Interquest Pkwy.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

PPLD-East Library

5550 North Union Blvd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

PPLD-Library 21c

1175 Chapel Hills Dr.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Rocky Mountain Calvary

4825 N. Academy Blvd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Tiffany Square U-Haul Moving & Storage

6805 Corporate Dr.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

UCCS - Kraemer Family Library

1420 Austin Bluffs Pkwy.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Vista Grand Baptist Church

5680 Stetson Hills Blvd.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Wilson Ranch Pool

2335 Allegheny Dr.

24/7 Ballot Box

Closes at 7:00PM

Closes at 7:00PM

Source: https://coloradosprings.gov/voterinfo

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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MILITARY / OVERSEAS BALLOTS
What does UOCAVA mean?
UOCAVA means Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act
Am I a UOCAVA voter?
UOCAVA electors are:
A member of the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marines on active duty, absent from their place of
residence;
An eligible spouse or dependent of the member described above; or
A U.S. citizen residing outside the U.S.
Can I receive my ballot by email or fax?
If you wish to register as a UOCAVA voter or request to vote electronically, please visit the El Paso County
Elections(link is external) site for more information. UOCAVA Ballots will be sent out on February 15th.
https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/
Source: https://coloradosprings.gov/city-clerk/page/military-and-overseas-voting-uocava?mlid=9391
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT IS A MAIL IN BALLOT?
A mail ballot election provides every eligible active voter, residing within the limits of the City of Colorado Springs, a ballot
indicating the issues and candidates for their specific City Council District. The mail ballot packet is mailed to the address
listed on voter registration records.
All active voters will receive a ballot mailed to the mailing address shown on the voter registration records unless a request
for an absentee ballot is received (see information below). If you have moved or changed addresses and have not updated
your voter registration, the ballot will not be forwarded and will be returned to the City Clerk's Office as undeliverable.

WHAT DOES THE MAIL BALLOT MEAN TO ME?
There will be no voting at precinct polling places.
There will be no early voting.
WHEN WILL YOU MAIL THE BALLOTS?
We anticipate mailing ballots on March 12, 2021. If you do not receive a ballot by Wednesday, March 17, 2021, and believe
you are an eligible active voter within the City limits, contact the City Clerk's Office at (719) 385-5901, option 4 or email us at
elections@coloradosprings.gov(link sends e-mail).

WHAT IS THE TYPICAL RETURN RATE FOR MAIL BALLOTS?
Historical voter turnout (the percentage of total votes counted divided by active registered voters) can be found on our
Election Archives page coloradosprings.gov/election-history. Just look for the Results Summary. If you are curious about
the daily volume of ballots scanned, you can review the Daily Reports for the last four municipal elections. Election Daily
Reports.
The Daily Report indicates the number of ballots scanned each day of processing beginning, March 13, 2021.
Visit our Election Data, Reports and Fee Schedule page if you are interested in purchasing electronic data regarding current
and past elections.

AM I AN ACTIVE VOTER?
To verify your current voter status, go to http://www.govotecolorado.com/(link is external).
Per City Code 5.1.102 we only mail to active registered electors. If you are inactive and wish to vote, see HOW DO I GET A
BALLOT IF I AM INACTIVE? below.

HOW CAN I FIND OUT THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTION?
Unofficial results of the City Election will be posted on coloradosprings.gov/election. The initial unofficial results should be
available by 7:30 PM. Additional updates to the unofficial results will be posted throughout the evening until all ballots
have been counted.
A link from the City's Internet Home Page (coloradosprings.gov/), as well as links from the election pages will be available
on Election Day.
FOR MORE FAQ (FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS) VISIT:
Source: https://coloradosprings.gov/city-clerk/page/mail-ballot-frequently-asked-questions-faq?mlid=45986
Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT 6

Garfield Johnson

Mike O’Malley
Candidate did not confirm receipt
of Questionnaire nor respond to
the questions.

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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DR. GARFIELD JOHNSON

CANDIDATE

DISTRICT 6

Candidate Name:

Dr. Garfield Johnson

City Council District #:

6

Email Address:

info@votegarfieldjohnson.com

Campaign Website URL

garfieldjohnson.com

Phone Number:

719-505-3385

Occupation/Vocation:

Government Contractor

Military Background/Status (if any:)

United States Army

Number of years as a
Colorado Springs resident?

28

CITY COUNCIL’S PURPOSE
What do you view as the purpose and role of the Colorado
Springs City Council?

ANSWER:
Dr. Garfield Johnson believes that the first role of Colorado
Springs City Council is to provide public safety, and legislative
guidance to our mayor. Also, Dr. Johnson takes the stance
that City Council should assist business development, and it
should be a priority to create a more varied economy for the
city which leads to economic stability/revenue creation.

CANIDATE’S FOCUS/EXPERTISE/INITIATIVES:
What are your areas of special focus and/or expertise, and
what initiatives would you like to undertake as a Colorado
Springs City Councilperson?

ANSWER:
Dr. Garfield Johnson is a military veteran, former Olympic
hopeful, licensed Colorado school teacher, entrepreneur, a
former graduate of the University of Colorado with Masters
degrees in Political Science, Public Administration, Criminal
Justice, and a Doctorate in Educational Leadership Creighton
University. Dr. Johnson's first initiative is to propose instituting "The Office of Military Support and Engagement". This
office will be staffed solely with volunteers, with its main
purpose, building relationship with the military industrial
complex, and our retiring veterans.

COVID RECOVERY:

ANSWER:

Has the COVID situation created any problems in Colorado
Springs that the City Council can mitigate; specifically
regarding businesses, schools, healthcare systems, and other
vital services?

Growth and development should be focused on creating a
varied economy for the district. The Covid-19 pandemic has
taught us that the unexpected can occur and a varied
economy can help the city to remain economically viable
when the unexpected occurs. Being a center for defense can
still be encouraged and promoted while pursuing an
increase in varied business types.

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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DR. GARFIELD JOHNSON

CANDIDATE
HOME RULE:

DISTRICT 6
ANSWER:

Colorado Springs has the status of a "Home Rule City” under
the Colorado State Constitution. What are your views on
Home Rule, and how would you suggest strengthening the
Colorado Springs city charter to protect our residents from
state and federal laws that are not in our best interest?

As a City Councilman, Dr. Garfield Johnson will collaborate
with other council members to advance legislative policies
that promote, inclusion, public health and safety, and civic
participation.

UTILITIES/INFRASTRUCTURE:

ANSWER:

City Council members sit on the Utilities Board. What, if
anything, should be done to address the city’s current and
future energy needs as Colorado Springs continues to grow?

The elements of rates, reliability, and customer service are all
important with no one area being more important than the
other. Dr. Garfield Johnson in orchestration with City Council
Members will balance these by ensuring an equal focus on all
three. When making decisions, it is important to recognize
that a change in one area can result in a change in another. If
a decision to improve reliability is made this will likely result in
a need to change rates and will also impact customer service.
As a member of the Board of Directors, I would focus on how
one area impacts the others and ensure that all aspects are
considered by the Board through the discussion and
decision-making process.

RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA:

ANSWER:

What are your views on permitting the sale of recreational
marijuana within the city limits of Colorado Springs?

My perspective on retail recreational marijuana is that it
should not be allowed within the local downtown areas of
the city of Colorado Springs. Its permissibility within the local
downtown areas sends a message that using illegal
substances, as it is still illegal in the eyes of the federal
government, is acceptable. Marijuana is dangerous, especially to young people who by its availability deem that it is
acceptable to use since it is legal in Colorado.

ANSWER:

2ND AMENDMENT SANCTUARIES:

It has been suggested that Colorado Springs should become a Dr. Garfield Johnson is a Trusted Republican Leader, pro-life,
2nd Amendment “sanctuary city". What are your views on this pro-second amendment, and pro-family.
issue?

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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DR. GARFIELD JOHNSON

CANDIDATE

DISTRICT 6

PROTECTING LIFE:

ANSWER:

What legal means, if any, would you support to protect
the most vulnerable in our city, including the lives of the
unborn, the trafficked, and the elderly?

Dr. Garfield Johnson is pro-life, pro-second amendment,
and pro-family.

BUSINESS/JOBS:

ANSWER:

What specifically should the City Council do to bring
more businesses/jobs to Colorado Springs?

Dr. Garfield Johnson contends that growth needs to be managed so that Colorado Springs can continue to promote
tourism and so that residents can enjoy the beauty in which
we are fortunate to live. The development of our urban areas
should not forsake our natural beauty, thus growth, including
roads, housing developments, business/corporation development centers, and overall infrastructure development
must be considered in light of increasing and maintaining the
natural environment that our city has to offer.

HOMELESSNESS/VAGRANCY:

ANSWER:

How can the City Council address the increase in the
homeless/vagrant population in our city in ways that
best serve all Colorado Springs residents?

Unfortunately, no city can eliminate homeless entirely.
However, Dr. Garfield Johnson's position on issues call
on various State Mayors come together collectively in
order to put pressure on the Federal Government for
financial assistance.

CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES:

ANSWER:

As a City Councilperson, what measures will you champion to protect the individual Constitutional liberties of
all Colorado Springs residents, such as freedom of
speech, peaceable assembly, and exercise of religion?

Constitutional LibertiesAs a City Councilperson, what
measures will you champion to protect the individual
Constitutional liberties of all Colorado Springs
residents, such as freedom of speech, peaceable assembly, and exercise of religion? As a veteran who defended
this country in Afghanistan, and served as an advisor to
the Iraqi transition team, I understand the importance
of protecting individual liberties. As a council member, I
will ensure that FREEDOM OF SPECH, PEACEABLEASSEMBLY, AND EXCERCISE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES ARE
PROTECTED. This is also expanded to include the
unborn child
(from conception to birth)

Independent survey by: www.ChurchVoterGuides.com
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CANDIDATE

MIKE O’MALLEY

DISTRICT 6

Candidate did not confirm receipt of our Questionnaire, though we sought
to contact him multiple times and by various methods. Therefore, we do
not know if the Candidate is even aware of the opportunity to participate
in the Voter Guide, or that he is aware and did not choose to participate.
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