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Introduction to the Voter Guide
Church Voter Guides is an independent 508c1a faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing
objective research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production
and distribution of 501c3-compliant, nonpartisan Voter Guides.
Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party.
We are based in Colorado Springs, and the April 2021 City Council election in our hometown was our inaugural project.
This new Voter Guide for the 2021 Pikes Peak Region School Board Elections is being distributed electronically only, both
through our interactive website and by downloadable and printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for
each school district that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for which at least one candidate in that election
answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide-ranging network of area churches,
faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means.
The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy
issues that they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask
the candidates questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter.
How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide
The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the School Board candidates themselves. We asked them
questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand
and utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following:
1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system
fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset.
2. Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-washy,
and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the issue?”
3. Learn more about the candidates in your school district, including their positions on issues we did not cover in our
Questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website URL for each candidate
is listed in the Voter Guide.
4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in our
Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.ChurchVoterGuides.org
5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, other
voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even want to
watch online recordings of your local School Board meetings to see how incumbents conduct themselves and vote.
6. Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to ask
them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each candidate
and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, timeconsuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like you!)
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What makes a Voter Guide 501c3 - compliant and Nonpartisan?
Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501c3 organizations to develop and distribute materials about political candidates’
positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it is free from
party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501c3 organizations may conduct any range of activities to
promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501c3 organizations are explicitly
prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office.
Some of the activities 501c3 nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters on the
voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; organize get-outthe-vote activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues important to their
organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election.
So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any
political party.
Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or representing
the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide.
Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their positions
and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and you decide
whom you believe to be the best candidate.
To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered
candidates running for School Board throughout El Paso County and Woodland Park for their 2021 District Elections,
inviting them to answer our Questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last name. If
a Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to certain answers
in the Questionnaire, then that is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates running for a specific
school district for that district to conduct an election, then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that district. If in a
specific school district none of the candidates running for election answered our Questionnaire, then we did not
produce a Voter Guide for that district.
_____________________________________

Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations,
and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region
Let’s get the word out!
It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Pikes Peak region:

www.ChurchVoterGuides.org
Tell your friends and neighbors. Post on social media. And ask your Pastors to promote it to your congregation
(we’ll even provide you/them with the announcement info and the PowerPoint promo slide, ‘cause this is how we roll!)
Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to colabor with you: Info@ChurchVoterGuides.org
The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly from
candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact checked”. Utilize this
Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publishing errors, etc. To the best of
our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501c3-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not support or oppose any candidate.
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide

D20 - Academy

District 20 Candidates
(in alphabetical order)

Candidate
Chose
Not
to
Participate

Nicole Konz

Michael Riffle

Nathan Johnson

Brian Coram

Tiana Clark

Thomas LaValley

Jackie Lesh

Aaron Salt

Lindsay Moore

Jason Silva
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | D20 - Academy | Tiana Clark

TianaClark4boe@gmail.com

_
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

www.CoramforD20Kids.com

Email Address:

BrianForD20Board@gmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Realtor

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

30 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
As a board member, I would bring the experience and background of being a D20 student from
kindergarten through high school. Professionally, I have a Bachelor’s in Psychology, along with two
Master's Degrees in Youth Development and School Counseling. I’ve also worked with students in
academic and career advising. In my current position of real estate, I bring the knowledge of how a
school district can impact the housing market and a greater understanding of the various needs of
students found throughout the district. Together, my skill set and desire to serve all students will bring
both a listening ear and respect for all families and students, in order to support their various and
diverse needs.

_
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
My vision for education is simply stated in preparing students for the world outside of the school halls.
The actions taken to prepare for that are far more complex, but should include an understanding not
only of academic matters, but the greater world in which they will participate. As an illustration, I find
that the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People still apply, especially Habit Number 5, seek first to
understand, then be understood. Academics and preparing for future paths, college or career wise, are
also critical to this success. Preparing our students for the future to the best of our ability is the overall
goal.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
Presently, I think the largest challenge we have is hiring and retaining quality educators. This is a
multifaceted issue that will take work to solve, but it starts with examining why we are short staffed
across the spectrum of educators. I understand that pay rate is part of that equation, but that is also
only one part. District 20 is one of the lowest funded districts in the state and that must be examined.
We also need to consider how our staff are supported and how to better serve them. As a policy
governance board, I would work with the superintendent to complete the current strategic plan, and
also review state funding to better serve those who serve our students.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
As we are a choice district, it is worth considering how some student funding may require adjustments
to make a more equitable solution throughout the district. It was shared with me that a large number
of students utilize school choice to move into other in- district schools. Therefore, some schools gain
more funding while others will require more. That may not require adjustment on per pupil funding, as
the site based model allows for outside building use to contribute to additional school funding. The
board’s role is to work with the superintendent to find solutions and oversee implementation. D20 has
seen increased population growth and although we’re the 4th largest district in Colorado, we rank
towards the bottom in overall funding.

_
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
CRT is a post secondary theory that examines how race has impacted the experiences of individuals
and how that still impacts modern time. For example, the concept of redlining in real estate, the
practice of denying loans to people based on an area deemed to be a risk. That behavior, while illegal
now, still created generational concerns that are felt to this day. As CRT is not age or developmentally
appropriate for a K-12 education, I do not support it being taught in our schools.
Furthermore, CRT should not be confused with DEI, the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion initiative which
seeks to increase understanding of our diverse student body, to create more equitable outcomes and
to include all student voices.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I do believe that comprehensive sexual education should be offered and should include all student
needs. In order to serve the entire student population, as many age and developmentally appropriate
concepts as possible should be included. Parents or students should have an option to participate or
decline any sexual education, which is already a choice the district offers.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
I believe parents should participate in their student’s education! D20 offers parent academies that are
designed to assist with learning new skills or facing new issues, which is a great starting point. Currently,
parents have the option to opt their kids out of any class they want to. I agree with continuing this
option. Studies show that kids are more successful if their parents are actively involved in their
education and as such, I’d want to further encourage and support parents in being partners in their
children’s education.

_
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COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
My goal is to keep students in school. Having quarantines has several negative impacts that vary across
the district including loss of education time, loss of support, and even for some students, loss of a
consistent food source. We should do what it takes to keep our students healthy, in the classroom, safe
and being focused on their education.

_
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

NJD20.com

Email Address:

NathanJohnsonD20board@gmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Sales/Marketing

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

16 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
I have my undergraduate and master’s degree in education plus 40 additional hours of Post Master's
education. I have taught within D20 for 6 years I have also coached in the district for 18 seasons as well.
I am a business owner and with being self-employed in the sales/marketing field, I have learned how
to work with others, and get things accomplished, even if we don't agree on everything. Also, with
having been involved in District 20 for 14+ years, I have a pulse on the community and feel that I can
represent them and their students very well.

_
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
My vision for education is that it’s just that...education: Reading, writing, arithmetic, Science, Social
studies, Vocational/technical, and other electives. But our education started going the wrong way
when the schools started implementing ‘Character Education.” Once the public Schools started trying
to teach Ethics and morals from a source other than the Bible, that is when ‘secular’ ideas started
infiltrating the public school system. I think that morals and character development should be taught
by the parents or guardians at home and within the church. Not the school. I envision safer schools and
schools free of social indoctrination where they can learn to be productive adults outside of school.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
While mask/vaccines/quarantines are a huge problem, and should be a parent’s choice, we cannot
ignore other problems. CRT is being slipped into our schools. It has no place in D20. DEI is also a concern.
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion are not bad ideas. It’s the way D20 is implementing it that could
potentially be problematic. Regarding Sex and Gender Education, I FIRMLY believe that parents need
to ‘opt in’ their students for them to engaged on those topics. And this goes for all ‘controversial’
material. Parents should be made aware and should consent for their students to participate. I go into
more details on my website.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
The school board and public has the budget presented to them. Last year’s budget was well over 100
pages. The Board does have to approve it. The per pupil funding is very important for each school. The
more students in the school during the 'October Count' week the more funding the school receives.
The money does follow the student within public schools, but not to private schools. It would be nice
to have a true voucher system, so that it helps the school be accountable.

_
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
My understanding of CRT is that it states that there is a 'dominant' race that is oppressing the 'inferior'
race(s) and the 'inferior' race(s) need help to rise above the 'dominant' race. And, that the 'perceived
dominant race’ is racist even if they have never thought or done anything racist. I 100% disagree with
CRT. I believe that God created us all equal and we are capable of excellence if given the same
opportunity and resources. See my website for info on DEI. DEI supports portions of CRT which is
problematic.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I taught health in D20 for 5 years. Our SexEd program was abstinence based. We taught briefly about
contraceptives. I focused more on abstinence and why, beyond pregnancy, abstinence is the best
choice for fulfilling healthy relationships. I don’t support comprehensive SexEd and I believe that any
SexEd topics would need a parental 'opt in' system. When talking about relationships, I think the
material SHOULD talk about what a healthy relationship should look like and what healthy dating looks
like. It should NOT get into straight or LGBTQ relationship topics. Going into those types of details are
not necessary.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
I think parents and guardians are the most important indicator in how successful a student will be in
school. Students can have the exact same teacher and given the exact same resources and
opportunities, but if the support at home isn't there, the 'educational outcomes' will most likely be
different. There are of course exceptions, but in general, the more involved the parents are the more
successful the student most likely will be.

_
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COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
I believe that parents should have the choice on masking, vaccinating, and quarantining their child.
Students who are vaccinated are still contracting CV and spreading the virus at the same rate as those
who are unvaccinated. The current quarantine rules make no sense, and it is causing more harm to
students than the virus itself. I heard a psychologist state at a D20 board meeting in early September
that in Colorado 42 minors have committed suicide and only 3 'possibly' have died from CV. The ‘cure’
cannot be worse than the problem they are trying to solve.

_
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

ElectNicoleKonz.com

Email Address:

ElectNicoleKonz@gmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Business Manager/Faith Formation Coordinator

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

19 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
Much of my career has been as a ‘triage administrator’-business owners & directors have called me to
come work for them when they are in transition, expanding or have lost an employee. They understand
I can quicky and seamlessly understand and execute the job tasks as well as improve and build systems
while working effectively with the team.
My passion for excellence, my thoughtful and even temperament, and my knowledge are coupled with
a 20+ year history in youth ministry and business management. I am passionate about raising up our
next generation with integrity, personal responsibility & courage and I will never back down from
demanding that of the school board.

_
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
Every entity, especially public schools, should maintain laser-like focus on their sole function, and only
on that, in order to operate with maximum efficiency and integrity. That means only academic
excellence for D20. My goal is for students to complete core studies with competency and a positive
work ethic, ready to meet adulthood with confidence and the skills to be successful.
I believe in offering our students choices for their schooling where their interests and goals can be met.
I believe in holding everyone to high standards while utilizing traditional approaches to math and
science, classical approaches to writing and reading, civics and government, creative approaches to
entrepreneurship, critical problem-solving, job preparedness, budgeting, introduction to trades, and
more.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
The low level of proficiency and comprehension in core academics needs to be addressed immediately,
for our sole job is to serve the children’s educational needs and prepare them for success in higher
education and the workforce. The time and money being spent in pursuing covid restrictions and
introducing race and gender studies is detracting from our district’s mission of providing academic
excellence. Removing these divisive and extraneous programs such as ‘equity of outcomes’ will allow
more time, attention, and funds to support teacher training and student achievement where all can
reach their highest potential. I believe we will see improved scores and metrics met when we firmly
resolve to not let anything else take time away from educational excellence.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
School boards can approve or deny budgets, but must be aware that all funding most likely comes with
strings attached. School districts are most effective when the funding and decisions come from the
lowest, most local level possible, for then they can make decisions that address the unique needs of
their particular students. Budgeting is a challenging responsibility of school boards and requires the
ability to wisely prioritize needs of students, staff, and facilities.

_
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
I understand CRT to be teaching cultural Marxism wherein there is systemic racial dominance by whites
and people are categorized into two groups based solely on their skin color: the oppressors and the
oppressed. CRT purports that capitalism is rigged to promote white supremacy and is embedded in our
institutions. Because focus on division by race is pitting our students against one another, ignoring their
individual uniqueness, and perpetuating victimhood and hopelessness, I am against teaching this
theory in our public school district. It benefits no one and harms everyone to teach that critical thinking
should be removed and that it’s not objective or valued to measure merit and success. ALL students
should have an equal expectation to succeed.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I do not support comprehensive sexual education as this realm is solely the parents’ responsibility and
prerogative to teach. Gender theory and instruction in sexual behaviors have no place in K-12
education.
“Just as the destructive objective of critical race theory is to divide Americans racially, that of gender
ideology is to disrupt the formation of stable families, the building blocks of American life. We must
oppose the indoctrination of children in gender ideology. There is no good reason for it, and it does
real harm. We can absolutely insist that all children treat each other kindly without indoctrinating an
entire generation in gender confusion.” -Abigail Shrier

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
I believe parents are the primary educators and the wisest caregivers of their children. Parents should
have the right and the freedom to choose what's best for their own children on all fronts. To facilitate
this, our district must have total transparency with all curriculum, supplemental material, policies,
surveys, etc. and allow for a review and input period, as well as opt-out allowances for all of the above.
Anything that gives parents more choice makes them necessarily more involved, and thus more
informed and capable, in making wise and educated decisions for the upbringing of their children.
Parents must be called upon to partner with the schools through involvement on many levels to achieve
standards and goals for their children.
_
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COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
There is no medical or moral reason to not return us to normal immediately. Masks and vaccines should
always be a personal choice, and quarantines are not law and serve only to harm the student. Many
people talk about eradicating the virus (which is scientifically impossible) and truly believe perpetual
quarantines, masks, and the ‘flatten the curve’ model are meant to diminish all cases.
When we still had many quarantines last year with a mask mandate in place, we should not even be
discussing quarantines in terms of masking. We shouldn’t quarantine at all. We need to say stay home
when sick and move away from the fears and subsequent behaviors driven by the false narrative of risk
of Covid-19.

_
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

LavalleyD20.com

Email Address:

LavalleyD20@gmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Airline Pilot

Military Background:

Air Force Reserve Lt. Col. Ret.

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

30 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
I have a BS in Engineering Mechanics from the US Air Force Academy and a MS in Mechanical
Engineering from New Mexico State University. I spent 3 years on the board of The Classical Academy
public charter school; 2 years as the chair. I have served as a board director at Academy District 20 for
nearly 4 years; I am currently the board Treasurer. My wife of 39 years and I have raised our 4 children
in the district; all graduated from TCA. I have demonstrated a passion for educational excellence,
experience in board governance, and a desire to see every child live up to their full potential.

_
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
I want D-20 to continue to be the place where parents want to send their children. A district where
academic excellence is expected, parental involvement is paramount, children are treated with
kindness yet challenged every day in the classroom, and employees feel valued. I want parents to know
that their values will be supported in the classroom and not undermined. I expect us to focus on student
achievement and growth, not on the latest social fad or trendy educational experiment. We have a
reputation in the county and state for excellence in everything we do. I expect that reputation to
continue and grow in the future.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
We have 2 problems confronting our district that are causing division and discord. Number one is all
things COVID. I oppose universal masking of children in schools and mandatory vaccinations. Parents
should make these decisions for their children. Unfortunately, the state health department has made
that increasingly difficult due to their overly strict quarantine mandates. We need to continue to try to
change these draconian rules forced upon us.
The Critical Race Theory worldview is a dangerous incursion into our schools. Currently, D-20 does not
teach CRT. However, the ideas that CRT espouses; systemic, institutional racism, whites are oppressors,
minorities are victims, etc. have no business in our classrooms and we need to be diligent to insure
they stay out.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
The Board of Education is responsible for the fiscal health of the district. We approve all budgets and
are responsible for the allocation of all educational dollars. District 20 gets less money from the state
per pupil then almost any district in the state. We do have a mil levy override that helps us a great deal
financially. I believe we do an excellent job of spending taxpayer dollars wisely. I have been called
“cheap” by some. When it comes to spending taxpayer dollars, I am proud to wear that moniker. I have
continually monitored our budget and spending priorities. We are fiscally responsible but continued
diligence is always necessary.

_
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
CRT is a worldview. Some of its tenets are: 1. Systemic, institutional racism exists in our communities.
2. White privilege is a key aspect of our social structures. 3. We must have affirmative action to correct
past discrimination. 4. Whites are oppressors, minorities are victims. I reject these tenets and the CRT
worldview. It should not be taught in our school system. Our educational and economic systems reward
hard work and delayed gratification. Students of all backgrounds need to know that nothing will hold
them back and they can succeed if they work hard.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I strongly oppose the teaching of comprehensive sexual education. Sex ed is profoundly moral and
cannot be taught as a clinical class. Parents should be the ones responsible for the moral upbringing of
their children including the teaching of age appropriate sex ed. I encourage the teaching of fetal
development, the miracle of sperm and egg combining to create life, etc. But when subjects such as
LGBT and transgender ideology are discussed, whose worldview will dominate? The parents? Planned
Parenthood? These topics are best left up to parents.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
Parents are primarily responsible for the education of their children. It is the job of the school system
to support parents in their crucial role of educating their children. A good school system should be able
to keep to an absolute minimum the topics that are so controversial or taught in such an offensive way
that it would force a parent to opt their child out. That said, a parent has an absolute right to opt their
child out of any teaching they believe would be harmful or not age appropriate. That includes
controversial books, assignments, movies, handouts, etc.
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COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
COVID-19 is a deadly virus. The older you are, and the more co-morbidities you have, the greater your
risk of hospitalization and death. Thankfully, this virus is not a large threat to school aged children. If
parents want their children to be vaccinated or wear a mask at school, that is their right and choice.
However, these should not be mandated in our schools. Currently, the state is imposing draconian
quarantine restrictions that require anyone in close contact with a COVID positive student to
quarantine for 10 days unless they are vaccinated or both are wearing a mask. This is having a
devastating effect on our children’s academic learning and emotional health. This needs to change.
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

https://JackieLeshforD20.org

Email Address:

elect@JackieLeshforD20.org

Occupation/Vocation:

Early Childhood Special Educator

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

14 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
As a licensed, experienced educator, I want to ensure the vision and goals of our district support
learning for all students. I have demonstrated my commitment to the district over the past ten years
through numerous volunteer and leadership positions, such as Board member of the El Paso Council
PTA, PTA President, Vice President, and Secretary of school PTA Boards, serving on District
Accountability Committees, and School Accountability Committees. I’ve been a D20 licensed guest staff
and taught their summer school preschool programs. As an engaged parent with three kids in D20
schools, I have worked to create a community partnership with schools, staff, and families. I will be a
champion for education initiatives and promote achievement for all students.
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
My vision for education in D20 is to close the educational gaps caused by the pandemic. By providing
multi-tiered systems of support in classrooms to reduce student to teacher ratios, delivering
differentiated methods of learning, and adapting learning experiences to students’ individual areas of
need, we can produce positive student outcomes and help close learning gaps. My vision also includes
making sure our diverse student population voices are represented by continuing to support the
District 20 Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) taskforce initiatives and implementing their
recommendations to provide growth towards including all students. Diversity in classrooms can lead
to students’ increased cultural understanding, stronger critical thinking skills and enhanced creativity
ultimately fostering a wider appreciation of our human differences.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
Teacher turnover and shortages are among the most critical issues in education. Teachers impact
students on many levels including promoting higher student academic engagement, attendance,
grades, fewer disruptive behaviors and suspensions, and lower school dropout rates. Research shows
that high teacher turnover rates in schools negatively impact student achievement. D20 can improve
teacher and staff retention by offering competitive salaries and benefits, providing full compensation
for seniority and teaching experience, and nurturing a sense of belonging by creating more engagement
between administration and staff. Teachers and staff thrive when given more career advancement
opportunities, responsibility, and recognition. Retaining quality teachers and staff is essential to
maintaining academic excellence and student longitudinal growth.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
Board of Education members can lobby the U.S. Congress for federal funds. On a state level, District 20
receives the second lowest funding per student out of all districts. This is due to the School Finance Act
formula which looks at a district’s size, cost of living, and at-risk student population, simply increasing
property tax revenues without first modernizing the School Finance Act formula is unlikely to improve
student outcomes. I believe the Board should lobby members of the Colorado General Assembly to
advocate for an improved formula. Evidence suggests when states invest in public schools and create
more equitable school finance systems, student achievement levels rise. Local funding is mainly
through property taxes, a bond or mill levy.
_
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
Critical Race Theory is an advanced legal theory that examines the potential societal impact of laws and
policies. Critical Race Theory is not a part of D20’s curriculum, and I do not believe it should be taught
in K-12 schools. I do believe in teaching history; I feel that understanding the past is a key factor in how
we envision our future. Providing students with classroom instruction in civics, government, history,
law, economics, and geography along with discussions of current events, help students become wellinformed citizens. Including opportunities for students to participate in community engagement
teaches civic duty and concern for the welfare of others, therefore ensuring today’s D20 students are
prepared to be tomorrow’s citizens.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I support students having access to age-appropriate, comprehensive, and medically accurate sexual
education. I also support a parent’s choice to opt their student out of participating in D20’s sexual
education curriculum.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
Studies of successful schools indicate a high rate of parental involvement is a major factor in their
success, helping close achievement gaps, and creating a thriving school community. I support parents’
rights to choose whether to opt their student out of sexuality education. Colorado law requires school
officials to give parents “a detailed, substantive outline of the topics and materials to be presented
during the human sexuality instruction” as well as a notice explaining how to opt out of the classes.
Parents also have the right to opt out of state standardized testing or to enroll their child in public or
private school, be homeschooled, or study in an online school thus giving parents a voice in their child’s
education.
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COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
Having students and teachers in our schools learning and growing together provides academic, mental,
social, emotional, and physical wellness and stability. We want and need students in person to
effectively deliver instruction and support their wellness. Studies have shown that kids learning online
can fall 2-3 months behind their in-person learning peers. We need to utilize all our available resources
such as social distancing, maximizing space, and keeping schools cleaned and sanitized. By constantly
monitoring and evaluating all options, we can keep our schools open and our students learning inperson.

_

Independent Survey by

24
Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party

Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | D20 - Academy | Lindsay Moore

Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

https://LindsayMooreforD20.com

Email Address:

LindsayMooreforD20@protonmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Administration

Military Background:

Military Spouse

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

39 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
I am a mom and a military wife of 16 years and have lived in district 20 for 7 years. I have volunteered
inside our district school in many different capacities, from serving as a parent helper, to P.T.A., to
volunteer coaching our local landsharks running club. I, with other parents, worked in conjunction with
Dr. Gregory to achieve the goal of getting 100 substitute teachers so we could resume classes in Jan
2021. We achieved this goal, our students got back into the classroom in January 2021. Our children
are our greatest resource. They should be protected at all costs. I am the right choice to bring our
parent's voice back into the school board.
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
We want all of our students to have the greatest access to education and to maximize each student's
learning capability. Our vision is to have schools that teach the foundational learning principles. We
need to focus our time on teaching the things that matter the most, reading, math, science.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
We want all of our students to achieve their maximum potential. In order to do that we must remove
the roadblocks in our learning environment. When our students are forced to on-line learn for long
periods, when they cannot read our teachers faces, and when our students do not have access to the
resources they need, we cannot succeed like we should. We should seek to remove these roadblocks
first and foremost.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
School Board members have the ability to exercise local control over budgets and funding coming into
our system. More of our tax dollars need to be focused and directed to our students' education needs,
into the classrooms. Our state constitution gives the legislature authority to fund and pass laws
regarding schools.

CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
We should never allow any curriculum into our schools that goes against parents' morals and ethics.
We are all equal before the law. CRT argues that legal remedies for systemic racism are ineffective as
racism is baked into our foundations as a country. All of our students should be learning the truth about
our American heritage and that includes the bad and the good. CRT also states that our children should
be judged by the color of their skin and not by the content of their character. We as a country shouldn’t
go backwards and repeat the sins of the past. We should forgive and not make the children of our
future pay for the sins of the past.
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Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
A school's job is to teach reading, math and science. It is the parents' job to teach children what they
need to know about the education of sexual behaviors. No school has any business teaching anything
of the kind to any child

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
A parent's role in the education of a child is paramount to their success as they are the primary
educators. They are the God given authority over their child. Parents should be the most involved and
have the most control over every decision made in regard to the child. Parents are the ultimate
authority over what their child learns and should be able to opt out of any program or curriculum that
goes against their morals and values.

COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
No school should ever have the ability to make healthcare decisions for any family. Each child is
precious and should be treated as such. Our schools are not places of healthcare, but are institutions
of learning and should be preserved as such. Parents are the ultimate authority in making these
decisions and private healthcare should stay just that, private.
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

MikeRiffle.org

Email Address:

SchoolBoardMike@gmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Remote Advise and Assist Senior Field Engineer

Military Background:

Special Forces Warrant Officer

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

4 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
Like all parents, I care deeply for the well-being and education our children need to thrive in today's
environment. My work and life experiences exemplify the qualifications required to best represent the
most important part of our community, our children.
In my 25 years of military service, I have served my country as a Green Beret, combat veteran and
officer. At a local level, I moved to Colorado Springs where I worked at Special Operations Command North in Operations. Here is where I learned Operational and Strategic competencies, which have given
me the skills to understand and write policies and procedures.
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
It is my vision that we can elect a Board of Education that will be the true voice of parents in District
20; I believe that politics should have no place in our children's education. When it comes to our
children and their education, our policies should be determined by facts and data, not political party
lines. As a parent I find it hard to believe that any social or political agenda has a place in the school
district. I believe NO child should feel guilt, shame or out of place based on their race, gender, ethnicity
or religion.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
COVID-19 and our response to it has done our children a great disservice. Despite our best effort, our
students have fallen behind. To counteract the imbalance and disruption our children have suffered, I
would like to propose an extra voluntary school hour for kids to remain at school to complete
assignments, speak with teachers, and study in a safe space. This additional hour will provide our kids
with the opportunity to take advantage of tutoring they might not otherwise have access to, while
providing a safe environment to learn.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
Our per student budget for this year is set at $9700 per student. I would like to increase this amount
over the next 4 years in order to fund voluntary after school educational programs and test preparation
courses. Lowering the standards is not an option for the students in our community. We owe the kids
this much after the year of Covid-19
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
I am firmly against incorporating CRT as standard education in our schools. Coincidentally, DEI, if
allowed, will also bring about CRT curriculum of anti-racism training, race guilt, as well as other
socialistic agendas to our schools, which have no place in our standard educational curriculum. We can
all agree that there is no place for hatred or segregation, but we cannot allow any program that makes
any student feel guilt, shame or out of place based on their race, gender, ethnicity, or religion to be
considered as an acceptable addition to daily learning for our children, in our schools.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
Children should be educated on sexual relationships. I believe in biological education of both men and
women and the reproductive systems taught at the appropriate age. Although this should be done
according to the morality and beliefs of the household or parents. This curriculum should be available
for parents to view and make the choice of their child attend or opt out. As for teaching LGBTQ, I do
not see a place for this education in the schools. This type of education should be done in the home.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
Parents will always have the most important role in educating their children. Parents should always
have a voice in what is being taught in schools. This is why my belief is education NOT politics. A parent
should always be able to rely on the elected board members to keep the bureaucrats running the school
system in check. If a parent has a concern about the schools curriculum, either we need to look at
changing it, or that parent should be able to opt their student out with zero consequences.
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COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
Mask Mandates:
I see an opportunity as an elected board member to challenge the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment and fight the mask and quarantine policies, so that we may gain our parental
rights back and the freedom to choose what is best for our children. Our community needs strength
and support in our board members, and if elected, I would be honored to take up this fight.
Air Purification:
Kids breathing clean air will never be a confrontational topic. This initiative is simple and would require
the state to release COVID-19 funds to our district for the purchase and placement of these units in
every school.
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

AaronSalt.org

Email Address:

me@AaronSalt.org

Occupation/Vocation:

Marketing

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

10 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
I have a BA in psychology and a Masters of Social Work. I have worked as a counselor in residential
adolescent rehab centers, as a software developer and project manager, and I currently run my own
marketing firm.
I was a founding board member of a District 20 charter school and sat as the board chair for 3.5 years
before resigning in September 2021. I am currently serving my second school year as a community
representative on the School Accountability Committee (SAC) at Rampart High School.
I have also spent time testifying against bills that would eliminate parents’ rights and school choice in
Denver. I have formed relationships with legislators to advocate for our community and our students.
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
I am a huge proponent of education choice. As such, I like the system District 20 has created with its
site-based model. Parents are able to choose the right fit for their students, based on a multitude of
factors.
With that said, my vision is for parents to have authority over their students’ education. The number 1
predictor of academic success is parental involvement. When parents are involved, students do better.
When parents are involved, issues like CRT and DEI can be dealt with directly.
I also want to find ways of getting more funding to classrooms to help struggling students and continue
to challenge our highest performers as well.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
First is a PR problem. District 20 has lost a lot of credibility with the community over the past 18 months.
Our community has seen waffling on masks and quarantines, which has driven division, resulting in a
decline in academic performance. D20 needs to stand strong and united, focusing on our students.
Furthering the PR issue is the board’s refusal to discuss/address critical race theory.
Another issue is a lack of bus drivers. It’s a practical, logistical problem. If a bus driver is ill, there’s no
guarantee that students will have transportation available. This results in students missing school,
which exacerbates the achievement gap. I would love to see recruiting done at community colleges to
provide employment for students.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
The board’s primary role with funding is approving a budget.
District 20’s gets 5% from federal funds, 53% from state funds, and 42% from local sources. Of those
funds, roughly 26% is being spent on administration/overhead and 74% is being allocated into the
classrooms for students. This puts us 18% lower in spending per student than the state average.
I would see if there are ways to reallocate some of those funds into classrooms, but District 20 has one
of the best admin-to- classroom ratios in the state.
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
Critical Race Theory is a derivative of Marx’s Critical Theory. The basis of Critical Theory is to expose
oppression and alleviate injustice. Critical Race Theory (CRT) is exposing and alleviating racial
oppression.
CRT is a worldview or paradigm that includes white supremacy/privilege as a core tenet. This core tenet
is actually a false assumption as it only looks at racial factors and excludes other, more consistent
factors, such as socioeconomic status.
As such, I do not support the teaching of CRT, as it is divisive and eliminates personal responsibility. It
tells at-risk students the system is rigged, so there’s no point in working harder.
CRT falsely preaches a fixed outcome rather than empowering students to work hard.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I have been an outspoken critic of HB19-1032, commonly referred to as Comprehensive Sex Ed. I
testified against it before the legislature, and I spoke against it as a violation of our Colorado
Constitution in 2019.
Comprehensive Sex Ed, as defined in state statute, provides too many details regarding sex ed,
requiring discussions around experiences. This is not appropriate material in school, whether it’s
related to LGBTQ or heterosexual relationships. Sex education should focus on health and biology
instead.
As an advocate for parents’ rights, this is a conversation better had at home. Parents have a better
understanding of what is age appropriate for their children and when their students are ready to have
those conversations.
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Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
I believe that parents are the ultimate authority in their students’ education. As such, I believe parents
have the right to opt their student out of anything taught in the schools. This not only goes for material
being taught, but for masks, vaccines, field trips, etc.
Parents should have final say over their students’ education.

COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
I believe parents are the ultimate authority for their students’ education. The concern I have over
COVID-19 requirements is purely due to the government trying to assume that authority. I do not
believe there should be any form of medical requirements or conditions for students to attend school.
If a parent wants their student to wear a mask, great. If a parent doesn’t want their kid to wear a mask,
also great. It’s the parents’ decisions and responsibility.
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Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

JasonSilvaD20.com

Email Address:

Jason.SilvaD20@protonmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Law Enforcement Sales

Military Background:

Veteran

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

4 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
My experience ranges from serving in the United States Marine Corps, serving my childhood
community as a sworn police officer, managing and working with high net worth clients and brands as
it pertains to their physical security and personal security.
My experience has provided me the leadership, training and ability to work with anyone, at any level
to tackle dynamic problem sets with multiple stakeholders competing for interests.
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Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
My vision for the education in our community is to bring the decision making power back to the
parents. We have seen, quite clearly, over the last few years the removal of the parent's choice and
voice from the direction our district is taking.
This current Board of Education in D20 has ushered in DEI, which is Critical Race Theory, born from
Marxism. The foundation our nation was built upon is systematically being replaced with a Marxist
world view in our schools. They have also removed the parental right to choose what medical devices
their child does, or does not, wear in school.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
The biggest problem I see is the adoption of DEI, which I have stated prior, is at its core, Marxism. The
board has allowed this to enter our schools and will only expand. After speaking with teachers and
faculty within the district, who are afraid to speak out against this, they have created an environment
that is not only toxic to the staff, but to our children as well.
My intention is to review and remove this world view from every aspect of our children's education.
Marxism has zero place in public education within the United States.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
I feel the role of the board members is to ensure these funding streams do not include any "strings
attached" that go against the will of the parents within D20. If there are, it is incumbent upon the board
to communicate what those are and ensure the parents understand the impact they may have.
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CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
I want to be as crystal clear as I can. I am absolutely against CRT in all of its forms, which includes DEI.
This is in our district now and needs to be removed. I do not support it being taught in any way, shape
or form within the district and unfortunately, it is here now. This is a world view, a Marxist world view
and it goes against everything this nation stands for. The current board either knew what it was and
moved forward to indoctrinate our children, or they did not conduct their due diligence and allowed it
to be instituted. Either way, it is a travesty and needs to be addressed.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I do not support comprehensive sexual education being taught K-12 and that includes LGBTQ sexual
relationships. I believe sexual education begins in the home with the parents as they see fit to introduce
and talk to their children in the time and manner of their choosing. Age appropriate biological
education with clearly defined parameters that have been clearly communicated to the parents is a
must, along with an option for parents to opt their child in or out of said education. I believe there are
only two sexes, male and female, anything counter to that should not be taught in public schools, but
should be left to the parents to choose how and what is taught to their children.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
I believe the parents role in their child's education is the most important. The parents provide the
foundation for what their kids learn, not the federal government or state. The board of education
should exist to provide a solid foundation that compliments the educational goals of the parents, not
as a leading voice.
I do support parental opt-out options and that includes for more than just sexuality education. As my
oldest child is in 2nd grade, what I would opt in for or out of may differ from others and these issues
would have to be addressed on a case by case basis with maximum parental input.
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COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
I absolutely have great concerns about the COVID-19 vaccination requirements that could possibly be
implemented within the district. As of now that is not the case with the district; however, as we have
just seen with the mask mandates, it is clear Tom Gregory nor the district Board of Education care one
bit about a parent's right to choose the best medical course of action for their child. I am for parental
choice as it relates to masks, if you choose to have your child wear them, I am all for it. If you choose
NOT to have your child wear one, I support that decision as well.
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Church Voter Guides Sponsors
Thank You to All of Our Volunteers, Sponsors, and Media Partners who Helped Produce and Promote this Voter Guide!

Comprehensive Campaign Training
with a Biblical Worldview
for Current and Prospective Candidates, Campaign Consultants and Managers,
Candidate Families, Pastors, Campaign Volunteers, and All Citizens
who Wish to Serve Our Nation by Glorifying God through Government

Winning Back America …
One Candidate at a Time !

Instructed by Pastor and Former
U.S. Congressman Bill Redmond

change the world

EMPOWERING PEOPLE TO
THEROADCS

TheRoad.org Info@TheRoad.org (719) 598-5086
The Road Podcast with Steve Holt
2025 Parliament Dr. Colo. Springs CO 80920
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Church Voter Guides Media Partners
Thank You to All of Our Volunteers, Sponsors, and Media Partners who Helped Produce and Promote this Voter Guide!
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