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Introduction to the Voter Guide
Church Voter Guides is an independent 508c1a faith-based nonprofit organization. We serve the public by providing
objective research and education on matters specifically of interest to Christians, primarily through the production
and distribution of 501c3-compliant, nonpartisan Voter Guides.
Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party.
We are based in Colorado Springs, and the April 2021 City Council election in our hometown was our inaugural project.
This new Voter Guide for the 2021 Pikes Peak Region School Board Elections is being distributed electronically only, both
through our interactive website and by downloadable and printable PDF files. We have produced one Voter Guide for
each school district that is: (1) conducting an election this year, and (2) for which at least one candidate in that election
answered our Questionnaire. Our Voter Guides are being promoted through a wide-ranging network of area churches,
faith-based non-profit organizations, mainstream and social media, and other means.
The purpose of our Voter Guides is to educate and inform voters of each candidate’s positions on a variety of policy
issues that they are likely to address if elected. As a Voter Guide designed to be distributed through Churches, we ask
the candidates questions on topics that are of utmost interest to the Christian voter.
How to Get the Most Benefit from this Voter Guide
The core information in this Voter Guide comes directly from the School Board candidates themselves. We asked them
questions, they answered (with a 120 word limit), and we have published their responses here. In order to understand
and utilize this information to the fullest, so that you may vote in the most informed way, we suggest the following:
1. Pray and ask the Almighty for discernment. The Kingdom of God is all about truth, while politics is a system
fraught with compromise. Make sure you consider the candidates’ answers with a Heavenly mindset.
2. Ask yourself, “Did the candidate actually answer the question, or rather side-step it, or give a fluff, wishy-washy,
and/or ‘political’ type answer that leaves you not really knowing where he/she truly stands on the issue?”
3. Learn more about the candidates in your school district, including their positions on issues we did not cover in our
Questionnaire, by visiting their official campaign websites (if they have one.) The website URL for each candidate
is listed in the Voter Guide.
4. Educate yourself more about the Christian/Biblical perspective regarding many of the subjects covered in our
Voter Guide by reading topical articles on our website: www.ChurchVoterGuides.org
5. Use search engines to find additional information about each candidate, including written articles and videos, other
voter guides, and even voting records for those who have served in public office before. You may even want to
watch online recordings of your local School Board meetings to see how incumbents conduct themselves and vote.
6. Reach out to the candidates themselves through the provided email addresses and other means, in order to ask
them questions of personal importance to you. Please make sure to show great respect toward each candidate
and his/her time, especially to those with whom you disagree. Running for office is hard, stressful, timeconsuming work, and these are your fellow citizens who have lives, families, jobs…and feelings (just like you!)
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What makes a Voter Guide 501c3 - compliant and Nonpartisan?
Federal tax law permits nonprofit 501c3 organizations to develop and distribute materials about political candidates’
positions on issues, in order to educate voters impartially and on a nonpartisan basis; meaning that it is free from
party affiliation, bias, or designation. The IRS states that 501c3 organizations may conduct any range of activities to
promote voter participation and educate voters so long as it is nonpartisan. But, 501c3 organizations are explicitly
prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for public office.
Some of the activities 501c3 nonprofits MAY perform: Conduct or promote voter registration; educate voters on the
voting process; distribute nonpartisan sample ballots, candidate questionnaires, and voter guides; organize get-outthe-vote activities; encourage and help people to vote; educate the candidates on issues important to their
organization; and continue to do issue advocacy during an election.
So, first and foremost: Church Voter Guides does NOT endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any
political party.
Second, all of our staff and volunteers are required to act in a nonpartisan manner when working for or representing
the organization and the creation of the Voter Guide.
Third, we do not edit, revise, or editorialize candidate responses to our Questionnaire. We do not even correct
typos. Candidate answers are published verbatim, ensuring that their responses accurately represent their positions
and perspectives on these issues. We then simply share this information through the Voter Guide, and you decide
whom you believe to be the best candidate.
To be fair and impartial, we reached out by email, text, and phone when determined necessary, to all registered
candidates running for School Board throughout El Paso County and Woodland Park for their 2021 District Elections,
inviting them to answer our Questionnaire. Candidate information is presented in alphabetical order by last name. If
a Candidate did not respond at all, or did not choose to participate, or did not choose to respond to certain answers
in the Questionnaire, then that is noted where applicable. If there were not enough candidates running for a specific
school district for that district to conduct an election, then we did not produce a Voter Guide for that district. If in a
specific school district none of the candidates running for election answered our Questionnaire, then we did not
produce a Voter Guide for that district.
_____________________________________

Join Our Growing Grassroots Coalition of Citizens, Churches/Nonprofit Organizations,
and Media Partners Committed to Promoting the Voter Guide throughout Our Region
Let’s get the word out!
It’s simple. Just share our website URL all around the Pikes Peak region:

www.ChurchVoterGuides.org
Tell your friends and neighbors. Post on social media. And ask your Pastors to promote it to your congregation
(we’ll even provide you/them with the announcement info and the PowerPoint promo slide, ‘cause this is how we roll!)
Please contact us for any reason, we’d love to colabor with you: Info@ChurchVoterGuides.org
The “Small Print”: The information contained in this document is being provided for informational purposes only. It was obtained directly from
candidates and other sources, and we have done our best to convey it to you accurately, but nothing herein has been “fact checked”. Utilize this
Voter Guide at your own discretion. We take no responsibility for the factual nature of the content, or for publishing errors, etc. To the best of
our knowledge, this Voter Guide is 501c3-compliant and officially nonpartisan, and thereby it does not support or oppose any candidate.
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park B (At-Large) | Aaron Helstrom

Candidate did not confirm receipt of our Questionnaire, though we sought
to contact him multiple times and by various methods. Therefore, we do
not know if the Candidate is even aware of the opportunity to participate
in the Voter Guide, or whether he is aware and did not choose to
participate.

Aaron.Helstrom@outlook.com

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park B (At Large) | David Rusterholtz

Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

DRusterholtz.com

Email Address:

Rusterholtz4re2@gmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Sales and Service

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

18 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
I bring 35 years of “real-world” business experience. After graduating from Goshen College, I started
The Potter’s Mark Pottery. It grew to be the largest handmade stoneware pottery in Pennsylvania. In
Colorado I have managed two propane companies, served on the board of directors for the Woodland
Park Saddle Club, served as president of Druid Hills Property Owners Association. I have mentored
elementary and high school students in Celebrate Recovery. I am a member of Kiwanis club and teach
Sunday school to 20 - 30 2nd through 6th graders. I have successfully managed diverse organizations
and budgets. Worked through complicated legal issues, negotiated contracts and am a great listener.
Most of all, I’m a parent and I love kids!

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park B (At Large) | David Rusterholtz

Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
There are many things that go into creating a great education. Trust, communication, transparency,
and safety are foundational. By focusing on these we will restore parental trust and strengthen the
educational culture within the school district for all students, teachers, administration and staff. As an
elected school board director, I represent and answer to parents. I will take the lead in working to
retain great teachers and work together to make Woodland Park Schools the best place to meet the
educational needs of all our kids.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
Communication and Trust
Woodland Park School District has a declining enrollment. We should have approximately 2800
students. Currently we have about 1800.
Many parents do not like the Summit Learning Platform, they want less “Screen Time”. As a result, They
have moved to private, charter, home or other public schools.
A significant cause of this “Exodus” is failure to adequately communicate with parents. Parents do not
trust what is being taught, what kids are seeing online, or the biases of some teachers.
As a Board, We must listen, communicate, be transparent and rebuild trust. We must work to
measurably improve the education we provide so Woodland Park Schools are significantly above the
state average and not at or below it.

_

Independent Survey by

6
Church Voter Guides does not endorse or oppose any candidates for public office or any political party

Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park B (At Large) | David Rusterholtz

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
Woodland Park School District is the largest employer in Teller County. The Woodland Park school
board is responsible for a budget of over $30,000,000. 40% of the budget comes from local taxes, 10%
comes from a 1.09% sales tax, the rest is from State and Federal taxes and grants. This year the per
pupil funding is $8640.17.
Our current school board has delegated authority to the superintendent to manage the affairs of the
district and answers directly to the board.
In the first 90 days, I will work to review all departments with department heads answering directly to
the board. Using their expertise, we will evaluate efficiency and streamline each department wherever
possible.

CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
Critical race theory was an investigation into the legal system of the United States to reveal its biases
against some minority groups. That is not what is being taught in schools today.
Today, in schools and universities, CRT is an excuse to teach reverse racism to our children, in an
attempt to relieve the false guilt of some educators. A program, where American history is rewritten
and children are taught about “White Privilege“ and “Systemic American Racism”.
I am absolutely opposed to teaching children to be racist in any shape, color or form. Our nation has
overwhelmingly moved past it’s early racism. It is criminal to revive this kind of hatred in our Great
Nation and on our children!

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park B (At Large) | David Rusterholtz

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
Wherever you look today, there is something about sex; Television, radio, printed media, the Internet.
According to Forbes 30% of all Internet traffic is pornographic websites.
Sex education cannot be ignored by the school but, it must be handled carefully and left primarily to
the parents and at home.
Sexual discussions must be carefully monitored for age appropriateness. Younger children should have
conversations about “Good touch, bad touch” and “Stranger danger”.
Upper grades should include education and discussion on anatomy, physiology, consequences of
natural sex, abstinence and birth control. Parents must be able to opt-out of any class.
I would not consider it appropriate for our schools to promote or encourage any type of sexual
behavior.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
Parental Authority
The elected school board represents and works for the interests of parents. Our school’s
administration, teachers and staff work for the parents.
Parents' role is ideally to be deeply invested and involved in their children’s education. It is proven that
parents who are actively involved with education and discipline have children that are much more
successful in school.
Our classrooms must continue to exceed the states standards for education. Understandably, there
will be times when parents object to material being taught in a classroom. Parents must know what is
being taught and have the opportunity to opt out of lessons which they have a moral or religious
objection

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park B (At Large) | David Rusterholtz

COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
According to the last census, there are over 76 million people in the United States 18 years of age and
under. As of September 15, 2021, on the CDC website, broken down by age, 454 people in the United
States under the age 18 had died of the SARS Corona Virus. Many nations across Europe have dropped
mask requirements for students.
Masks, vaccinations and quarantining healthy people has become an extremely charged issue. I will
support our school leaving it in the hands of parents to mask, vaccinate or keep their children home
from school.
Until recently, adults have always been responsible for their family’s healthcare decisions. We must
keep it that way in Woodland Park School District.

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park B (At-Large) | Amy Wolin

Candidate did not confirm receipt of our Questionnaire, though we sought
to contact her multiple times and by various methods. Therefore, we do
not know if the Candidate is even aware of the opportunity to participate
in the Voter Guide, or whether she is aware and did not choose to
participate.

AmyWolin4@gmail.com

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park C (Columbine)

| David Illingworth

DWIllingworth@hotmail.com

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park C (Columbine)

| Misty Leafers

MistyLeafers@hotmail.com

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park D (Gateway) | Gary Brovetto

Candidate
Did
Not
Provide
Photo

Candidate Information
Email Address:

re2boardbrovetto@gmail.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Retired

Military Background:

Lieutenant Colonel USAF (Ret.)

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

28 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
Parent of three students who went to Woodland Park High School, International Foreign Exchange
Student Coordinator and host parent to 16 foreign exchange students who studied at Woodland Park
HS. Lieutenant Colonel USAF Senior Pilot, Space Operations Manager, Air Force Technical Advisor to
NASA, Assistant Professor. Licensed Professional Counselor Psychotherapist, Scoutmaster, and
Explorer Advisor (BSA). Woodland Park City Council Counselor.

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park D (Gateway) | Gary Brovetto

Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
Proactive Board to develop and implement policies and academic curricula to enable students to
develop their full potential to meet the challenges of an ever increasing dangerous and challenging
world, Provide career initiatives to help students discover their meaning and purpose in life. Provide
for Mentors and Internships interacting with business, government, and service sector communities.
Utilize the Occupational Outlook Handbook and other career resources to guide students in career
selection. Execute prudent fiscal policies ensuring teachers receive fair compensation.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
Maintaining a traditional and classical education by developing board policies supporting that
education. Communication with parents needs improvement by providing a clear and concise
description of the desired learning objectives of the academic and social development of each grade K12.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
Develop policies which favor adequate compensation and professional development of teachers and
supporting academic resources.

CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
CRT is an ideology developed by academics which is sourced from a Marxist ideology creating a divisive
atmosphere between those oppressing and those being oppressed. The ideology focused on the value
of proletariat (working class) versus the Bourgeoisie (middle class), and has morphed into clashes
between races, ethnicities and sexual identities. I do not believe it should be introduced to students K7 due to their social immaturity and ability to comprehend these issues at an early age of their
development. Higher level grades could be exposed to the existence of CRT to encourage debate and
not indoctrination.
_
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Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
Only at the middle and high school grades. Discourage social engineering at all grade levels.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
Parents play a primary role in the educational and social development of the student. Parents should
have school choice to support the appropriate climate for their student development. Most important
is that the parent and student be informed about the content and relevance of the curriculum and the
objectives of each grade of development.

COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
Should be at the discretion of the parent, student and appropriate medical practitioner.

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park D (Gateway)

| Paula Levy

PalBunch@hotmail.com

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park E (Summit) | Suzanne Patterson

Candidate Information
Campaign Website URL:

Sue4U-WPSB.com

Email Address:

Sue@Sue4U-WPSB.com

Occupation/Vocation:

Advocate for Education

Resident of the Pikes Peak Region:

1.5 years

Experience: If you are elected, what experience (personal, professional, other) do you bring that will
benefit your school district?
Sue Patterson is a wife, mom and grandma with over twenty years of experience advocating for people
with developmental disabilities, and a 2021 candidate to become the next elected member of the
Woodland Park School Board, representing the Summit Elementary School in Woodland Park,
Colorado. Sue originally hails from upstate New York, and after high school, went to work for the
Department of Defense in Finance and Accounting in both Louisiana and Texas. Later she found her
true passion when moved back to New York and began working as Direct Support Staff and later a
Roving Residential Supervisor for 20+ residential homes for people with developmental disabilities.

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park E (Summit) | Suzanne Patterson

Vision: What is your vision for education in our community?
For the Future of Woodland Park Education Our focus needs to be on preparing children to be positive,
prosperous Americans by teaching critical thinking skills that they’ll need to be great leaders for
tomorrow. My mission is to be a voice for parents and teachers, while ALWAYS putting students first. I
feel that we are called to empower and equip the next generation for success.

Biggest Problem/Solution: What is the biggest problem facing your school district? What is your
plan to address it?
Declining enrollment due to parents opting out of the public school for more “traditional education”
curriculum and learning platforms.
The education that our young people receive today will determine how they govern our country one
day when they are in the position we now find ourselves in. Having a well-rounded and thorough
education that includes basic instruction on how free societies exist is critical to our country’s future.
As a school board director, I will work with the other board members and administration to ensure we
have solid traditional education curriculum and learning platforms to best prepare our students to be
prosperous contributors, and future leaders for their communities and our country.

Budget/Financial Role: What role do school board members play regarding the federal, state, and
local funding for your school district? What is the per-pupil funding structure of your school district
and would you seek to reprioritize it? If so, how?
The primary role of the school board members is governance over the district’s superintendent and
fiscal and curriculum oversight within the district.
The per-pupil funding for school year 2021-2022 is $8,640.17 (up from $7,835.94 in FY 21). Over the
past couple of years, federal and state grant funding has increased rather significantly, according to the
best information gleaned from the Woodland Park School district website data.
As a school board member, I will research what the increased state and federal grants are actually
causing in terms of impact on our local school. One such grant ($1.2M) resulted in the Healthy Kids
Survey, which has resulted in an increase of approximately 15 non- teaching positions across the
district.
_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park E (Summit) | Suzanne Patterson

CRT: What is your definition of CRT (Critical Race Theory)? Do you support its teaching in your
school district? Why or why not?
CRT, which is reportedly not being taught in the Woodland Park School District, is not based in total
factual history of the United States, and it’s apparent goal is to destroy the very foundation of the U.S.,
including the United States Constitution.
1619 (a.k.a. CRT) actually has a curriculum
Takes as its starting point that America was founded to protect and preserve slavery and that the
American constitutional system is the source of our society’s ills. Foremost among them being racism.
I DO NOT support CRT! It is NOT based on truth! It is a curriculum to erase or subvert actual events and
documented history to persuade our youth and others that we should be a socialist / communist
country.

Sex Ed: Do you support comprehensive sexual education, including details of LGBTQ sexual
relationships, being taught in public schools K-12? Why or why not?
I do not support “comprehensive sexual education” as it is NOT the role of the public schools!
Conversations about sexual orientation should be between parent(s) or guardian(s) and the child
(family conversation). Sexual education is NOT between an “educator” and a student.

Parental Role: What role do you believe parents play in a student's education? Do you support
parental opt-out options for more than just sexuality education? If so, for what?
I believe that parents are the “first line of their children’s education”. Parents should be fully informed
of what the public schools are teaching, in all subjects. Parents should also be informed of the learning
objectives (student outcomes) of each and every subject that is taught in the public schools. There
should never be any “passive consent” on the part of the school curriculum, programs, or surveys. (i.e.
Colorado Healthy Kids Survey-Middle school, or High School)
Parents should have opt-out options or process for any part of the school curriculum, and they should
have their voice heard by school board members and school administration, so that appropriate
alternatives can explored.

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park E (Summit) | Suzanne Patterson

COVID-19 Protocols: Do you have concerns about COVID-19 vaccination requirements, mask
mandates, and/or quarantines? If so, what are they?
YES, I do have concerns! I believe that decisions to be vaccinated, particularly for COVID, is a personal
choice, just as is wearing masks and quarantines.
I believe that these issues are best managed at the local level, as local officials are in the best position
to know their communities.
I have concerns about mandates that come from the federal and state levels, that could mandate masks
and/or vaccines as they can easily violate personal choice and could prohibit our children from public
school education. I am an advocate for local, personal, individual choice when it comes to education
and parental rights.

_
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Pikes Peak Region 2021 School Board Elections Voter Guide | Woodland Park E (Summit) | Dale Suiter

Candidate did not confirm receipt of our Questionnaire, though we sought
to contact him multiple times and by various methods. Therefore, we do
not know if the Candidate is even aware of the opportunity to participate
in the Voter Guide, or whether he is aware and did not choose to
participate.

DSuiter@hotmail.com

_
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Church Voter Guides Sponsors
Thank You to All of Our Volunteers, Sponsors, and Media Partners who Helped Produce and Promote this Voter Guide!

Comprehensive Campaign Training
with a Biblical Worldview
for Current and Prospective Candidates, Campaign Consultants and Managers,
Candidate Families, Pastors, Campaign Volunteers, and All Citizens
who Wish to Serve Our Nation by Glorifying God through Government

Winning Back America …
One Candidate at a Time !

Instructed by Pastor and Former
U.S. Congressman Bill Redmond

change the world

EMPOWERING PEOPLE TO
THEROADCS

TheRoad.org Info@TheRoad.org (719) 598-5086
The Road Podcast with Steve Holt
2025 Parliament Dr. Colo. Springs CO 80920
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Church Voter Guides Media Partners
Thank You to All of Our Volunteers, Sponsors, and Media Partners who Helped Produce and Promote this Voter Guide!
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Notes
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